
Covid 19: Written Answer Reports 
Week beginning 11th January 2021 

  
13/1/2021 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 

Government what nutritional standards apply to the meals provided to students 

who are isolating, and how this is monitored. (S5W-34310) 

John Swinney: The nutritional standards for food provided at school lunches and 

breakfast clubs, after school clubs, tuckshops, vending machines are determined 

by The Nutritional Requirements for food and drink in schools (Scotland) 

Regulations 2008. Any school lunches provided by an education authority to those 

who are self-isolating would be required to meet these standards. It is for  

education authorities to ensure that the food provided is in line with the nutritional 

standards 

 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 

Government what definition of vulnerable children is used when calculating 

provision for (a) free school meals and (b) replacement meals when children are 

isolating or shielded, and how many (a) primary and (b) secondary school pupils 

are eligible for these services, broken down by local authority area. (S5W-34311) 

John Swinney: The provision of free school meals and alternatives is made to 

those who are entitled to, or who become eligible for free school meals in line with 

the national eligibility criteria for the provision of free school meals. This is 

available from School meals - mygov.scot . Free school meals and alternatives 

may also be provided to those who qualify under local initiatives. 

 

Statistics on pupils registered for free school meals, including those that 
qualify under national criteria as well as any local initiatives that extend those 

criteria, are published in tables 6.17 and 7.14 of the pupil census supplementary 

statistics, available on the Scottish Government website here: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/pupil-census-supplementary-statistics/ 
 
14/1/2021 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 

To ask the Scottish Government whether it will confirm the conditions under which 

a primary or secondary pupil is recorded as being absent from school for COVID-

19-related reasons. (S5W-34204) 

John Swinney: Statistics on pupils not in school due to Covid-19 related reasons 

can be found here: COVID19-SchoolsandChildcareInformation - SG Education 

Analytical Services: Learning Analysis | Tableau Public 

 

Pupils are recorded as being not in school due to Covid-19 related reasons if: The 
school is closed due to Covid-19 
The pupil is self-isolating in relation to Covid-19 
 
The pupil is displaying symptoms of Covid-19 or have tested positive for Covid-19 

http://www.gov.scot/publications/pupil-census-supplementary-statistics/
https://public.tableau.com/profile/sg.eas.learninganalysis
https://public.tableau.com/profile/sg.eas.learninganalysis
https://public.tableau.com/profile/sg.eas.learninganalysis


 
The pupil's parent(s) chose to keep them away from school as a precautionary 
measure contrary to public health guidance 
 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 

Government what investigations it has undertaken regarding the impact of the new 

COVID-19 variant on children and young people. (S5W-34230) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government COVID-19 Advisory Group and the 

Sub-Group on Education and Children’s Issues have discussed this issue at their 

regular and extraordinary meetings held in recent weeks. However, the evidence 

of the impact of the new COVID-19 variant on children and young people is as yet 

insufficient in order to reach any firm conclusions. For that reason, the Scottish 

Government will be collecting the most up to date information on the new variant of 

the virus, and particularly the data on transmission among and by children and 

young people. The COVID-19 Advisory Sub-Group on Education and Children’s 

Issues will consider the issue in more detail once it has that data. 

 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 

Government what percentage of vulnerable children took up the provision of 

(a) childcare, (b) nursery and (c) school places in the initial COVID-19 lockdown in 

March 2020. (S5W-34312) 

John Swinney: Figures on children and young people attending settings in the 

initial March 2020 lockdown can be found here: Covid19ELCandHubs - SG 

Education Analytical Services: Learning Analysis | Tableau Public 

 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 

Government how any stigmatisation associated with eligibility for free school 

meals is being addressed by specifying the criteria around vulnerable children. 

(S5W-34314) 

John Swinney: The specification of provision of free school meals within 

Coronavirus (COVID-19): school re-opening arrangements for January 2021 is part 

of making provision for vulnerable pupils, this is intended to ensure that this 

provision is prioritised in line with the requirements of Education Continuity 

Direction no 6 . 

 

In making these provisions, the statutory requirement for education authorities to 

protect the identity of those pupils receiving free school lunches, thereby 

preventing stigma, remains in place. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-school-re-opening-arrangements-for-january-2021/pages/vulnerable-children-and-young-people/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-act-2020-educational-continuity-direction/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-act-2020-educational-continuity-direction/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-act-2020-educational-continuity-direction/

